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Dead Weight, the acclaimed debut novel by Batt Humphreys, will be read by Dick EsteII, host of The Radio Reader,
beginning May 21. Estell calls the novel, “a stunning, tragic story.” The Radio Reader is syndicated on public radio
stations throughout the United States and reaches more than one million listeners. The trade paperback will be
released on May 10, 2010. Humphreys will appear on The Early Show on CBS at the end of May.

Dead Weight has just been named as a finalist in three national competitions: Book of the Year by ForeWord
Magazine; best work of historic fiction by the Independent Book Publishers Association (Benjamin Franklin
Award); and Best Novel of 2010 by the Southern Independent Booksellers Alliance.. “To be included as a nominee

among such names as Pat Conroy is both an honor and a thrill,” says Humphreys.

The novel is based on the true story of the State vs. Daniel Duncan. Dead Weight details the 1910 trial, conviction
and execution of Daniel “Nealy” Duncan, a young black man of respectable employment and manners, arrested
for murder on the eve of his wedding. The novel tells of a love story, described by one reviewer as
“Shakespearean” in its tragic reality. The devastating hurricane that struck Charleston following the hanging is
known as the Duncan Storm — divine wrath for the death of an innocent man.

To be shown Charleston in this way is no small thing.
— Charleston City Paper

No moss clings to the Charleston murder story.

He reveals it to be a Shakespearean love story.
— The Island Packet

Sometimes, facts are the best source of fiction.
— The Charlotte Observer

A stunning story, masterfully told.
— Harlan Coben, New York Times bestselling author

.. a vivid recreation ...
—Ron Rash, New York Times bestselling author of Serena

Dead Weight is a moving historical novel, a heart-

pounding legal thriller and a poignant love story.
— Mary Jane Clark, New York Times bestselling author

240 pages — 6.5” x 9.25” Find us on
Hardcover release September 2009; ISBN: 978-0-9818735-6-5; $26.95 U.S. Facebook
Trade paperback release May 10, 2010; ISBN: 978-0-9841073-4-6; $14.95 U.S. www.deadweight.us

Batt Humphreys spent 15 years at CBS News in New York, most as a senior producer. He managed the
coverage of many of the events that have shaped our lives, including the morning of September 11, 2001.

In 2007, Humphreys returned to his beloved South, but it wasn’t long before the lure of the headline
drew him to a century-old story.
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